
A FAMILY AFFAIR,

By HUGH CONWAY.

diilliotV "Oifiil rt'id "thni, Aim. "

no en0ng'it n licilrooiii. Ho ordered a
dinner ot which cvrn lloraco nnd Herbert
might liavo npproved. Ho rang for hot
water, nud KjK-n- t half nn hour soaking his

nnd tlistlgured linndj. Ho scowled
as ho realized tho painful luct that htmdrods
of gallons of hot water nud mouths of tlmo
must bo expended Itoforo these baelly-uso- d

members in cay way resumed their original
npiearnuco. Then, without a Binding in his
pocket, l.o went to Ids dinner, with which ho

TCicti. without n shilling in his pochel he
went to his dinner.

drank a bottle of chuuiimgne. It is clear
that Mr. Hervey, lato 10J0, had liberal views
as to tho treatment duo to hini'-el- . llo hail,
moreover, a lot of le way to inako up.

Ho spent tho evening snnk.ug tho hotel
cigars mid drinking tho hotel whisky nnd
water. Pleasant as these occupations were,
he retired to ru-- t curly. While ho had leeu
soaking ills hands ho hadca-- t longing eyes
upon tho beauties of tho white-cevcie- il bed,
and had mentally entrusted its soft charms
with the asperities of tho strip of tacking
which had for so long been his resting-place- .

Sweet, truly sv. c;t, :.ro tho usci of adversity
when they teach a. mm to enjoy tho siniplo
comforts of lifo asIaurico llervey that night,
enjoyed his bed. llo reveled in tho clean
whito sheets, ho nestled on tho r.nft mattress
and yet softer pillows. Tlio profusion of
blankets filled his soul with a rapturous
warmth. Anil as ho fully realized tho con-

trast bctwe n thj innocent luxury ho was
enjoying ami tho dl' comforts of uu iron cell
sight feet by four, hi vowed a very pioper
vow: that no conduct of hi.mvn
should foreo him to renew his acquaintance
with prison faro a;id discipl.ne. Tho lovo of
mxury has saved many a man from going
wrong.

"Bc-- ides,'' ho murmured, as ho sank olT
to sleep, "thero is no need for foolery of
hat kind. I am master of tho situation. 1

can ra, drink mid bo merry lor tho reat of
my IP' " Thero a-- o many m'-- .i who w.uld
deep t no founder hr.d they such a tuought to
--ocktU; .

In tho morning, after breakfast, itoecuricd
to Hi vey that n moneyless n.cn staying ot
x hot 1 is in a rather precarious iKidticn.
Pleasant- as was his newly-.V.in- d liberty,
thoru was w ork to bo dono before ho could
with a clear coiiscienco enjoy it. So ha
tallied forth, trudgod through a number of
streets, ai.d at last rendu d n quiet back road
full of uuiirctending li, ;o houses. At ono
of tbto house's ho inqr.iel for n Jlisi
Martin, who had lodge-- 1 th " sonio four or
tiv years ago. Hiss Martin, he was fefc
formed, had lift ever so lonf; left wiUjont
giving an address. Hervey's heart grew
sick. In his husto to onco moro tasto thi
lusuriej of lifo ho had been too predicate.
ho kn v t'uat i".i!es3 ho could find tho person
ho wanted It w u d havo lccu bettor for him
to have kept Lis good conduct money intact.

uowo: ioi tlio house, who noticed his
dismay, i .ed that tho shep at tho corner
niutk'.. .what had lxxomo of Jliss Mar-
tin; so t) tho shop ho went. Ho was in luck.
Ho lean' d that liLs friend lived a', it n mile
away; i -- cover, that sho was ii' w Mrs.
numphr. .. s. Ashoheardth.su.-,- ; un-
ary piece of new s tho man li.ug: i d

ly that tlio sliopwoiiinu ejed h i ask-au- c

e.
no walked 1 1 tho new addre s, r,i - of nn- -

OLuer Ur.lo In. ..so in another q. '
'. - , He

knocked. A ' 'i p. ;i !'g
woma l, cup

. lug u baby, nn.l on.. .. :j. It
toddling cln I, opened tho ile- r. '. 0
low cry, n d stagsi red back a; .' ,! the
wall. ia:-e- l his hat v...h i vk
politenrss, and without inv tJt:a eiJ
tho hcu'-c- . Tho woman culled to s ; i no.
who came and ro'.ieved her of her c lren.
Sho then .ipeucd tho doorofasi'Mu r..rn.
iuiui.n; i mio iouowcu i:cr vi:; p. tii .ty
throw 1 i elf on a chair, nnd 1 I iu 'lie
wcmn-i'.it- h a satirical smile. Asvir t a
word 1 I passed Itetwcen them. 'T-i-

was t' tirr t to break silence.
"V, ., I'anny," ho suid nio-kin- ",c

you a o marrio-l- , nnd havo fo- -
i

'N' ; I mu trying to foijet j ,,' Mhc
epok i bitterly.

"."d you can't. That's a cnnplm cut.
con Icr'n tho years of fejiaration."

T' i woman looked at him in tho faco.
"J5 iriee," sho said, "I am man.ed.
mm- :il n kind, tmo man, who loves me
mi U.i rks f.r monud for our children. He
k. .v a gieat ileal, not ull about my past, ct
hotooKino nml trusts ni", VouwUl si:"eei
vr !ilt-.ly.,u- l am trying to bo n
v. jmannn Ingomlwifn. You rhvi vsnicerecat an.y.h:ii'j good. Jlut, Jlai.ric', for the

vkoof what wo wero onco to ea.h o'her
paro mo now. Let molioin peiice, and so

you no more."
fe'ho siiko in Folemn earnest, such oaniost

uess that tho man's light la;i-- dis-
cordant. "My dear girl," ho ; id, "I have
no wish to tempt ye.nr feet fioin tho pathi
of domestic .rtue no wish to harm you.
havo liner h to fry. lint you may remem-
ber that when certain circumstances ren-deio-

it imperative curso it I I can Epcal
plainly to you when I learned that tho war-
rant was on, when I know that tho
was up, I pl!ie-"- a littlo packet in your fonc
hands to keep until better times. Whero ii
itr

Tho woman flushed, nnd for n moment did
not answ or. ncr prayor for mercy had boer
genuino; her wiu to sea him no moro at
honest utternnco; but years ago sho hac
given this man all n woman has to give-gi- ven

it without consideration, withemt
prico. And now, so far as ho was e'oneernod
tho only memory of tho past which lMkec
them to;'elner was but of n certain thing lef'
in her c' aw.

lio tr.w tho Hush, ho saw tho hesitation,
nn I, c f cou"so, ntirdmted lxith to tho wroni
iiiohv lhi bro-.v- w black. "JlyO dl'
ho cried; "if it is jn.t foitm-omln- "

Hho burst into tf.r.. ""U'lilt," sin rntd,
quitting tho reiom at ; u.itly. a . I lei .n ; li i

visilnr iiiel ro fc'i ,..e.' i', In nt v i . ;.;"
sho r turne I u.id lian ievl liiin n small s. alee,
jmcket

"Thero it i just as yon guvo it to mi
that lutht," sho fa.d. ".Manyn timowher
I've been hard pre-sod- . u.td did not know
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where to turn to lor n shilling, l tried tc
jwrsuado myself that you meant mo to tiso 1:

in cm oof need. Hub I knew you too well,
MauriC' -- I l.i.ewyou too Weill''

Hervoy p d no ho d to her last words, th
Rcorn l by which shr.ild himbroujht tho b'.ooJ to tho cheek c f any mar
of decent Hitorotho parcel opeu.
It ccn'.aliud n gold watch nnd chain, twe
valuable diamond rings and about n hun-
dred ms. Ho placed tho watch ill bit
fob, then tried to thaw tlio rings on his fin-
gers. Neither would pass over hisenlargcc
knuckles, so with n curso ho shoveled them
along with tho gold, into his pocket. The
woman watched h.m sadly.

"Thruk you, my dear," ho said airily
"I knew I could tnist you. Ily tho by, per-
haps you're hard up. Have Fomc I can got
plenty more.'' H.i held out soino geld to her

"Xot a furtUlng. Your gold would bun
me."

"Will you glvo men kiss for tho sako of
old times) Fancy I it is moro tlrin four years
sineo my lips havo touched n woman's."

She made an emphatic gestuio of dissent.
''It would ba w "11 for somo women," shn said,
"it your 11; s had never touched theirs."

Ho luug.ied an unpleasant laugh. "Well,
good-by- o then, if w o nro not to rako up olo
llrcs. Itemembor meto your resnecta'.ilo hus-
band. Keep youi-fel- unspotted from the
world, nml train up your children in tho way
they should go. Farewell."

Ho swung out of tho houso whistling a
merry time in voguo when his
began. "Xow," ho said, "that I havo money
enough to last n long time, I can make my
own terms. Grim want won't push mo ink
a corner. Now, you jade, I'll mnko you
bend your proud knees I"

Ho grated hla strong teeth und stamped hit
foot tho latter so violently nnd viciously
that n timid old gentleman w In was cleso by
1dm stai teil olf at an accelerated paco in the
direction of n distant policeman.

llervey hung nbout Loudon forn fowdayB.
Ho mado considerable addr.ions to his ward-
robe, was an excellent c .stomer of tho hotel,
ho jvitroidzeil several theatres, nnd generally
enjoyed hiniself. Ho was not altogether idle,
part of u3 t'luo being '.aken up in making a
series of inijuii ies whie'h it took somo trouble
lo get ansv. erel. At lust ho learned what he
wuntwl toknott-- . "S.n arl" ha muttered.
"I feureel I should Ilk. vo to look out of Hug-laud.- "

Forthwith he paid his hotel bill, and,
cai'rying wituhim tho respect of tho pro-
prietor, left tho h.'use. Kveiilng found him
iu comfortable quarters in the smuky old city
known as Blaektowu.

CHAPTER XIX.
"it has come."

At Blacktown Maurie-- llervey did not
favor n hotel with his custom. 1'orhaps he
mistrusted tho e'iinbliities possessed by the
Blacktown hottJs for furnishing him with
luxuries such as, nftcr so protracted ami en-

forced nn abstention, ho felc to bo lightly In-

due. I'erl.ups he sighed for tho quietiwio and
rcpofo with which ono usually associates a
private house. After a short search ho found
n liedroom and a sittiiig-resim- , well furnished
and commanding cxtensivo views. They
wero in ono of a row ot subs-tanti- hcuvs
which by somo freak of fort una had fallen
from tho hifh estate of foshionablo residences
to tho lower level of resjiectablo lodging
hou-cs- . Tho landlady's quotation, which,
after tho manii'T of such quotations, had at-
tached to it a string of extras like tlu tail to
n l:ite, having 1.olii accepted, ilr. Hei v y

that scmo dinner might boprrp-r- . d
for him. This of course meant chops i

extemporized lodging house dinner invaria u y
means chops. Having particularly requ .vd
that his choiis should bo broilesl, not f ' e ,

Hr. Hervcy, whilst tho cooking was g .i
on, went out, found a wino merchant's and
crdered n of w hisky sent in. Tho
sight of thj l,ot.le, tho numler of which
augurcl well for a long stay, glaeldenod the
landlady's heart. By tho aid of tho whiskyj

a kettle ol lut water, sugar, nnd cigars ths
new lender SJ cut a comfortable, if not an
intellectual or improving evening.

In ilie morning he sallied forth. Like every
visitor tei tho old city who has time to spara
he see'inod bent upon seeing the natural lie'au-tie- s

of the suburbs of Blacktown. His lnnd-lnd-

who thought him a nice, pleasant,
gentleman, gavo him an oral list of

the stock sights in the vicinity; but as soon
as he was out o doors Mr Hervey inquired
the wa.-- to (lakbury. and that an
eaT w.-l-k of nbout two miles would tako
hiintotimi highly lavoreil spot. Theweatlier,
nlthougli I'ne, was cold, so he decided to walk
to his destmation. Ho soem kit tlio rows of
houses and shops behind him, struck along n
liro.nl white road which cut its way through
a level giien-iward- nnd in about three-cpmrte- is

of an hour found himself hi front of
the l!td Lion Inn, Oakl ury.

He entered tho inn men ot his stamp, when
in the country, make entering inns a point
of honevr. Ho called for hot brnndy and
water, and was supplied with a jorum of that
deep blown liquor, dear to ru-ti- c palates on
neeoiint of its pre'sumed strength. Hervey
sip; d it, l.t a and entered into a cheer-
ful eeinvei-siitio- with the Keil Lion and

1 mP3l7 n:

llervey enters into com e rsatiun with the lied
Lion,

Lioness, who were pursuing their calling in
what, after tho fashion of country inns, was
A combination of bar and 7arIor, Tho Itod
Lion, un titrable, condescending animal, and,
liko all noblo animals, willing to relinquish
toil for moro congenial pursuits, seeing that
his visitor was ready to talk, sat down in a
round-baeke- s chair near tho uvo and left tho
Lioness to attend to tho bottle and jug de-

partment, which, as tho hour was just past
uoon, was in full swing of activity.

Hervey asked a variety of questions aliout
tho neighborhood. He might really havo
loon n gentleman of fortune anxious to buy
a place and so proerJy particular as to
what seicioty might bo lound nbout. Ho ob-

tained much valunbl'i and interesting infor-
mation ubout tho "families of pisition" as
they appeared to the eyes ot tho Bed Lion.
Ho learned who lived In the big white houso
ut tho celgo of tho common, who iu the houso
at tho top of the hill, who in tho liitise nt tho
bottom, He was grndually leading up to
tho questions ho wanted lo ask, when tho
sound of earringo wheels was heard, and tlio
Lion after glancing over tho wlro window-blin- d

laid down las pljio and went to tho
door, Hervey also glanced out of window

and saw two tall gentlemen, who occupied
the box seats of a largo wagonette. They
w el e talking grnvedy anil sadly to tho Lion,
who, wlnl-- t he listened with duo resiiect,
loeikcd somewhat erestlallen and ill at caso.

"What's the matter now, Jnef" asked tho
Lioness, rather anxiously, ns her sikjuso

"Say tho last cask n' lieer ran out two
days b"foro its time, so couldn't havo been
full. They look after trilles, thoy do."

"Oh, noiisensol" said tho Lioness, tossing
her head, "Homo ono must havo got at it.
Their seivants nro no lietter than others."

"Who nro theyi" asked Hervey.
"Tho Mr. Tallierts ot Hazlcwood House,"

replied tho landlady, with that simlo on her
faco which seeme'el to come involuntarily on
tho faces of ninny people when they men-
tioned rr h"iird the name of our gentle Hor-
ace and Herbert.

Hervi'y went hastily to tho window and
looked after tho wagonette, which, howevor,
was by now out of sight.

"Well men, I supiiose.'" he snld, reseating
himself.

"They're rich enough; but oh, thnt partic-
ular!" said tho Lioness, with another toss of
I er head. The accusation of shoi t measure
i tinkled in her breast.

"Close-llste'df- " asked Hervey.
"Well, yes, they're close,"nid tho Lion.

"That is, they liko to get a shilling's worth
lor a shilling."

"We all like thnt. Ix?t me have it now.
Two brandies one for you and erne for mo."

The Lion laughed nnd tilled the glasses.
Herey adroitly plied him with questions
nbout tlio Talbcrts, and soon learnt almost
ns much as wo know. Ho laughed witli tho
lai.dlord at their amiable ie?euliarities. It
wnswcll our friends did not hear tho Rod
Lion, or Kazelwood Houso might havo gone
elsewhere for its lieer.

"Th.sy mo funny gents," snid tho Lion.
"You'd never Mieve: but n day or two
ago 1 was walking along the remih It was
di lzzllng with ruin. Tlio Mr. Tallierts they
piis-c- d me. diiving. All of a sudden they
pull up at tho hedge round their paddock.
Mr. Herbert he jumps down; he takes the
whip nud with the handle begins poking'
furiously iu this hedge. 1 ran up thinking
something was the matter. Law no I not it.
He was u poking nt n bit of whito pajKT
which had blown in there, l'oke nnd poke
he did till he got it out nnd Mr. Horace
the while holding tho horses nnd sitting nnd
looking on as if it meant life or death getting
out that pajier. Hum thing to bo so particu-
lar, ain't it?"

Hervey profe-ss- l himself much amused
and continued his questions. Ho heard all
about Miss Claiison, tlio niece who hnd beeu
staying at Oakbury for so long. He even
le'urnod the name of every member of the
Hnzlewood House establishment, freim thnt

f the oldevst retainer, AVhittaker, to that o!
the latest arrival, Mrs. Miller the nurse. He
heard, of course, the whole history, with ad-

ditions, of tho mysteriously-sen- t boy. And
when he was told this, in spite of his self
control, a look of utter amaement spread
over his face. Ho rose, and bade the Red
Lion good day. The story ho had heard
must have engrossed his mind to an unpre-
cedented extent, for ho actually forgot to
linish his brandy nud wnter, n flattering
tributo to the landlord's power of interesting
a listener.

Alter b aving the inn Hervey teiok thefirst
turning i ut of the main reind. It was a
little y leading to non-her- in articii-hir- .

lleie-- , as no onlookers were about, he
gave vent to delight by sundry actions com-
mon to most men ns soon ns they find them-
selves alono after having received the liest
possible nows. He sinnekisl his thigh; hu
rubbed his hands together; he eem d to hug
himself in ills joy. He laughed aloud, but
thero was a cruel ring in his Inugh, nnd there
was n ci lie, look on his laughing mouth. Hit
eyes brigh'eniil with the ble ided lights of
nrnlice and iiiitieii,atol rrmuii.h

"WhatlnckP he ejaculatesl. "Whntluckl
I see it nil from the very beginning. Con-

found it ! it was a clever stroke. By (5 I

l'vo got her nowl I've got her now 1"

He calmed himself, returned to the mnin
rond and inquired tho way to Ha.lewood
House. He stood for some time in front of
the entrance gates, but lluding that only tho
chimneys of the house could lie seen from
this point he wnlked round until he could get
a better idea of the building. "It all means
money! 1'ots of money 1" he said, with glee.
After tins he returned to the gates, and it
seemed as if hei meant to favor our friends
with a call. How over, if bo, lie changed his

'

mind.
"No," ho snid, turning away. "There's a

new element in the case which must lie con-
sidered. No need to bo iu a hurry. I'll go
back homo and think it nil out over a pipe."

So he faced about, and, iu n thoughtful
wny, sauntered down tho lane, or rond, whoso
mission in this world is to give nec-os- s to

Houso and two or three either equally
desirable residences.

It was a glorious winter's dny. The sun
was shining brightly; so brightly that on tho
bare tw igs of the hedges tlio hoar frost of
tho night had resolved itself into crystal
drops wliiili shone liko jewels, and then, as if
alarmed at their Protean nature, trembksl
and fell. Although a silvery haze hung lound
tho horizon there was no fog. Tho nir was
diarp and crisp, but not damp. The wind if
cold was cpiiet. It was a day of a thousand
i day, in tact, on which, if she knows her
business, a woman who has charge of a child
hikes it cut for a good long walk.

Mrs. Miller knew her business, so it was
quite iu order that ns Maurice Hervey was
nnlking down the lane thonursonnd the boy,
5ii their way home to early dinner, should
bo walking up. Hervey, whilst deep in his
meditations, heard a oico, nnd looking up
saw thedaik clad woman nud tho golden-haire- d

child wltliin a few paces of him. He
itopjie-- short nnd looked nt thorn.

Hervoy y presented an appearance so
diiTerent from that of thocoged creature soen
oy Mrs. Miller at Portland that sho would
probably havo passed him witlyjut recogni-
tion. .Ho was now fashionably dressed and,
hnd it suiteil his purine, might have blushed
elbows with tho woman nud yet left her
ignornut of his rolense. This not being his
puqioso ho stoppod short nnd waite-d- Natur-
ally sho raised her eyes and at onco knew tho
truth.

Had Sarah Miller followesl tho impulso
which seizexl her whem sho saw that face,
full of mocking triumph, sho would have
uttered a cry of anguish. Only tho fear of
alarming tho child prevented her from so
doing. As it was sho gavo a quick gasp, and
for a moment gazed at tho man as if sho saw
a ghost. Then sho btoojiod and said to tho
boy: "Run on, my pretty, run as fast as
you can." Tlio lxy olioytsl. Hervey mado
no effort to stop him, hut ho turned nnd fol--1

lowed him w ith his eyes. Then onco moro ho
faced Mrs. Miller.

Sho hail by now rocovorod from tho first
shock, and looked at him not so much with
fenr as with hatred nnd defiance. Hho took
a fow steps, passed him, and placed herself as
if to bar tho wny to Hnzlewood Houso.

"Whnt nro you doing herof" sho asked
fiercely.

'

"My dear Sarnli," snid tho man iu moc-
king tones, "whnt u strange question to nskl
Considering your anxiety to appoint tho
earliest dnv possible for cur meeting, is it
tiny wondir that 1 e'omo at once nill iilyouf"

"Now you'o found mo, what do you
wnntf

"My io r Sarah, can't you gii"ss, AVlicn
you iaid mo that friendly visit hist lumincr

, I told vou what 1 pined for, 1 havo como

y. j m orei-'- r to rnrt ome cne ei'V
"sho is hundreds of nidus from here, You'll

never see her ignin."
liven ns she told tlio lie her heart sunk.

Tho gleam in llervev's e;,os showed her sha
had lied in vnin, H-- laughed liko ono enjoy-
ing tlio situation, "Never fee her ngam!"
hs echoed. "I mil incoii--ihibl- lint chain o
meetings do sometimes occur. You don't
mean to give or sell mo any information, I
suppose ("

"I'd cut my tongue out first,"
"Oh, true and faithful servant! Then It's

no good nsking. Hut alsmt yourself. Sa-

rahhave you got a good place iu the neigh-
borhood!"

"'Hint's none of votir business," snid Mrs.
Miller, sharply. Hervey laughed again.

"I should like to hear you hail a nico
comfoi table p'nee. Something easy and
suited to your declining years. You havo
not worn well, my door Sarah, You look
at least twenty years older thnu when I tlist
knew you,"

Sho took no notico of tho tnnnt. Again
the man laimhed his mocking laugh. "What
kind of a place is yours, Sainhf As you
know, I mn much interested iu you. You
men nurse, I suppose f He nodded in tho
direction of tho hoy who stood somo littlo
distance olf wondering in his chddish way
w hut his gunrdiuu was ubout w iili tills gen-
tleman.

"Yes, I am a nurse," said Mrs. Miller sul-

lenly.
"And that is ono of your charges) The

youngest i'rlmps I A line littlo fellow. Do
you know 1 have often dreamed of owning
such a boy as that, At henrt I lielievc I havo
the germs of ty nnd domestic
goodness. AVlint do ye it think, Sarnhf"

"Your heart is us black as a coal," burst
out tho woman excitedly. "Would toGol
you had died in prison. For years it has
been my dully prayer."

"Yet it availed nothing the prayer of tho
righteous! Something gone wrong nliove,
Sarah. Never mind, I givo you good wishes
in return for evil ones, I know something of
this neighborhood mi l tho jienple, nud if I
could cliooso n placo for you it would 1k ono
with two middle-age- gentlemen named Tal-ber- t,

who lio at llazlowood House with a
lieautiful unmarried niece named Beatrice
Clauson. That w otlld be such a coinfortublo
place for you, Snrahl"

Until now he hnd been playing with her
as a cat plays with a mouse. Thero was
nothing to show her the extent of his knowl-
edge. For nil she know he might simply
hnvo conio down here to find her. So she
bud guarded every word, every look, fearing
lest sho might givo him information. Now
he bared his claws nud showed her that
escaiK) wa impossible. Sho groaned but
struggled no more.

"You will take money C she askod.
"Oh, yes, Sarah, I'll tako money."
"And go away and trouble no moro. Tell

me wheru to lind you 1 will coinu
und nrrauge everything. '

"Oh, no, you won't. I never deal witli
agents. Your intervention Is not needed,
Sal ah."

She stain pod hor foot augrily.
"Tell ine what you want," sho exclaimed,

"or leave me and go nnd do your worst.
You mny havo men to deal with now, not
women."

He threw ofT iu a second every traco of
mockery. He seizeil her wrist and held her.
His ejes shono fiercely into hers. "Listen,
you ling, you cat!" ho said. "All your jiartin
this busines- - is to tukea message. Gostraiglit
to her. Tell her I am here, free, nnd witli a
pocketful of money. Tell her to come to inei

nt my rexims. Tell her I in ill wmt
until twehe o'clock. If sho is not there
when the clock strikes I swear I will come
and si e her in her own home. Do you undor
stand? Answer me."

"Yc 1 understand."
"Here's the address." He scribbled it o'j

a bf s of paper. "Now you tarn go back and
resume .your neglected duties. A sweet littln
boy that, Sarah."

"Go slrttiijht tn her. Till her I am here,
free."

Without nnother word sho left him. Slid
took tho boy by tho hand and went through
tho gates of Hnzlewood House'. Hervey
watched her disappear, chuckled maliciously,
and strode off in the directiou of Blacktown.

Iu n nieehniiicnl wny Mrs. Miller gnvo the
ly his dinner. Sho ate nothing herself, but
her lips moved as if framing words, nnd her
heart offerodup its fervent but incoherent
and illogical prayers. Knowing that it wns
llentrico's custom to visit tho nursery soon
after lunch nnd nsuro herself thnt her boy
bad dined we'll, Mrs. Miller did not go in
search of her. Sho listened for tho cxectel
step, and when she heard it oxinod tho door
and motioned her mistress to enter tho
adjoining room, tho night nursery. She fol-- I

lowed, nnd tho look on her fnco told Beatrico
what hnd happened.

"It has eoinei" sho whispered, and turning
very pale.

'
Mrs. Miller threw herself on her knees,

and, taking Bcntrico's hnnd, sobbed aloud.
"Oh, my oor dear! My poor dearl" sho

woil.il. "It lias come. Yes, it has come,
Tho Lord has not thought fit to answer my
provcrs. Oh, my ilnr mistress, may Ho
fctreteli forth Hw nnii nnd lliht,Mi thn sorrow
which is before you I"

Sho kisstsl Beatrice's hand. Sho fawned
ujKin her almost liko n dog. Her mistress
seemed scarcely to hear her woids scarcely
to notico her actions.

"It was bound to come," she said, dreamily,
"I have 1 ei u waiting for it for weeks. Tho
sword was over my head. I know it must
fall. Where is hef sho added.

"Ho was hero, closo at hand," said Sarah.
Then, noticing Beatrico's shudtlor: "He has
gono away torowhilo; but I saw him. Ho
gavo mo n message. Oh, my deiw, my dearl
You must exjx'ct no mercy."

"I expect none. I will ask for none. Give
mo tho message."

Mrs. Miller gavo it word for word nud
then banded her tho jwijier with tho nddross.
"I must go," said Beatrico. "Tnero is no
help for it. '1 ho shamo which 1 ilnrcd not
fai-- tin' sh I shrank liko n coward from
prepanu.j tor, has come. Well, if all must
ho known it w ill rid my life of the deceit
which for year i has made it u bur den,"

Sho turned away, entered tin nursery nnd
kissed the I. 'V. Suddenly sho gavo th uurso
a frighteuc 1 1 .ok. "You saw htm," she said;

"did lie the iioyr
Mrs. Miller n lde I sadly.
"Did he k'low did ho gucssf
"Ho said nothing. But, oh, my )ioor dear!

there wnsso-.nelhlli- in his manner that mado
ino tremble something that told mo ho
guessed all."

"Then Heaven help me I" said Beatrice,
leaving tho room.

Sho went to her Wlrootn, iu which she
Jayed for hours. Hours during which fIio
lived again iu thought tho whole ot her lifo
dm ing tho pust live years. Years which hod
turned her from n light-hearte- impulslvo
girl into o grave and saddened woman. A
woman who, partly by her own folly, partly
by the crime and cruelty of another, found
herself y in as sore n plight as ever
womun know.

CHAPTER XX.
WHAT SHF. LOOKED HACK UPON.

As the story of Beatrice's past is made up
of things she knew, things she guessed and
things of which she knew nothing, it will lie
better to learn it iu its veracious entirety
than to glean it from tho snddeiied musings
thnt winter's afternoon.

After tho bnttlo royul between Lady Clau-
son and her stcjidnughter, nnd when Sir
Mningay wenklynnd for tho sake of
loft his daughter at home, whilst ho lied to
tho Continent with thnt newly acquired
treasure, his beautiful wife), Beatrico settled
down to tho dullest of dull lives, or what
certainly promUod to bo so unless tho girl
could brighten it bj-- drawing on her own re-

source's for amusement. On ono point, how-

ever, sho liad nothing to complain of. A
childless widow with a largo income could
not havo enjoyed moro freedom of action.
Mrs. Krskiue, tho aunt in whoso care she was
nominally placed, was old, wrapped up in
her own varied ailments, and so selfish as to
keep herself clear of suspecting people, be-

cause suspicion brought trouble and worry.
Beatrice was free to spend her hours as it
best suited her; to come and go as sho chose,
and generally to do what herself.
By this arrangement Mrs. Erskiuo saved her-
self much troublo and responsibility things
which are extremely injurious to au old

in feoblo health.
But Bentrlce, who was in magnificent

health, ns all young girls of eighteen should
be, soon found that to render lifo at Mrs.
Erskiue's worth liviug she must find occupa-
tion for her lonely hours. Perhaps thero
wero times when tho ideal plcasuro and joy
with which an untrnveled mind investw a
foreign teurmndo her repent of hor hastiness
in disdaining to occup n secondary placo in
her father's heart. But if It was so, her
pride forbado eny proposals of surrender.
Nevertheless, something had to be done to
make life tolerable. She cared littlo or
nothing for general society, and oven had sho
done o the fact of her jiossessiug few friends
anywhere, nnd none iu London, would have
rendered her going out into the world a mat-

ter of difficulty.
So that MhvS Clauson, who was a young

lady of no mean abilities, and who had some-
how imbibid the modern notion that, if
rightly directed, a woman's brain-powe- r is
equal to a man's iu acquiring knowledge, de-

cided that the most satisfactory method by
which time could bo killed was by continu-
ing her studies from tho jsiint at which sho
laid them down when she left the fashiouablo
finishing school,

Being aNo rather troubled by the feeling
that she ought to do something for suffering
humanity, she organized a little charitable
scliciii". Sho had plenty of pocket money.
Sir Mningay, who, since old Talbert's death,
had received a considerable sum iwi annum.
paid out of the trust, for his daughter's main-
tenance and islucation, behaved most gener-
ously in this respect. Thero is no salvo to
the conscience so etllcacious as a money sac-
rifice!

13entr.ee, then, did whnt good silo could on
hex own account. As a piteous talo always
opened her purse, revilers of indiscriimnatq
nlmgiving may think little of her effort.
Perhaps they bore no fruit save iu one notes
worthy instance.

Charity brought her in contact with a
woman, who, from n variety of circum-
stances, hnd been reducad from the state ota
superior domestic servant to abject povertv,
nud who was lying almost at death's door.
Beatrice heard her history, relieved her
wants, had her (Us'tored and cured, nnd by
these acts made the woman her slnv forlife.
She riveted Hie links forever, when, fan vine
she couM lis with a mnid, she, in spite of a
grumble from her gieat-aun- t, took tins
woman, named Sarah Miller, into her ser-
vice. This lmpp"iv'd in the early days of her
sojourn at Mi's.

The mur-c- of study progressil. For tho
most pint Beatrice taught herself. After a
while it struck her she should like again to
take up her drawing. Here', ns her munition
rose higher than wishing to execttt' tho
usual schoolgirl masterpieces, she neeiel a
master. A caller, nn r.equaintnne" of Mr.
Erskiue's, gave her a name and address,
which had b'cvi given to her lr- - sonii' one
else". Beatrice wrote nnd asked th" artist's
terms. He replied. Slu? wrote again, ac-
cepting tho terms and begging him to cull
an a certain day. So Mnurice Hervey cauio
into her life.

When llrst she saw-- him the girl was sur-
prised to Hnd she had summoned to her nid n
young man of about twenty-liv- e. But tho
ige of a drawing master npiscnred to Miss
Clauson us a matter of secondary import
ance. So long as ho knew his business what
mattered if ha was twenty-fiv- e or tlfty-tlv-

Mrs. F.rskiim treibled nothing nbout the
affair. She knew thnt n master gave her
nieeo lessons twice or thrico n week. Tho
old lady ii"ver oven acquire! hi? name. To
her ho was tlio drawing master, no more and
no less. Tiicio aro ninny such old ladies as
this!

in order thnt what happened may lio read
aright, two facts must bo distinctly homo in
mind. Tho first, that Beatrico Clauson was
not then tho stately and apparently emotion-
less young huly, whoso calm nnd

demeanor was such n subject of con-
gratulation to her unclos, and such a puzzlo
to Frank Carnithers. Sho was but n girl of
eighteen, proud. If you will, but romantic,
Impulsive, and notwithstanding the shatter-
ing of tho paternal idol, trustful of man and
womankind, Sho was lonely; craved for
lympnthy; and iu spito of her position in tho
world, her life, so far as sho could soo it,
lookeel void and colorlcvs.--. A long stretch
without a visible goal. Lastly, sho lielioved,
as most young pooplo of eighteen believo,
that hor judgment ns to what was best for
herself wns infallible.

The second fact to bo liorno lu mind is that
Maurice Hervey at twenty-flv- was not, in
appearance, tho scowling, crafty-lookin- g

felon seen by Mrs, Miller in Portland prison;
not oven the malicious, mocking riilllnn who
confronted her on his release. The mask
worn by the man when Ueutrico llrst know
him fitted to jwrfection, and, until tho
wearer cho-- showed no glimpo of the vil-
lainous, sordid nnturo it hid. He wns de-
cidedly good looking, ho wns well dressed,
and if l.o carried n touch of tho liohcmlaii
about him it was not moro than was pleasant
and compatible with tho profession ho fol-
lowed. His l'limls, u matter uihui which
youug girls set undue stoic, were white find
well formed. Ho was attentive und respect-
ful in tho di "trge of his duties doubly so
after tho fir 1 1 w les-o-

For by that timo ho had founl out much
nbout his pupil -- not ad ho wauled to know,
but a good eicnl, Ho had 1. nrned that sha
was a baronet's daughter, anil nn heiress.

9

llo cotilii no, ns"ertnln how much money
she would eo no Into or from whom it euine.
Hut, si tnr n it went, h believed hU
inloriii'itloii io lis tnntworthy, nud nclud

He by nw likening this girl's sym-
patic i,n hu unworthy s 'If. He (old her,
or, it might be sunt, conveyed to her pro-
digious lies ubxtt his own hard lot; ho
dllntj l on the drudgery of les.on-glvin- g to a
mini who believed ho had genius. So cleverly
did ho talk (hat Beatrico was persuaded that
she was under nn obligation to him for the
very net of teaching. His lies were master-
pieces, because he did not, liko ninny self-styl-

neglected geniuses, bulicve Iu his own
tuients. The ni iu knew thnt such skill ns
he possessed could make him, at the outsido,
n lilth-rat- o tirtl,t, or, it might possibly be, a
llrst-rat-e dtnwiiig-ina.,ter- .

But all the same ho mado JSeatrico believo
Ins was one day destined to storm the Royal
academy, and when onco she believed this all
differences in station lietweon them mulshed.
Our age, as every one knows, is the trmmph
ofurt. Poor aitists nnd struggling li.erury
men do not now fawn uon lords lords ask
them to dinner and mnke much of them, or
such is thu common belief. So, now that
Miss Clnuson wns convinced that Maurice
Hervcy was n geniU3, no cold spectro of
social distinction roso between the man and
his desire.

i TO HE VUX'I'l XITJ),.

Happiness
results from that true contentment which
Indicates perfect health of body and mind.
You may possess It, If you will purify and
Invigorate your blood with Aycr's Sarsa-parill- a,

E. M. Howard, Newport, N. H.,
vrritcs : "I suffered for years with Scrof-

ulous humors. After using two bottles of
Ayer's Sarsaparilla, I

Found
great relief. It has entirely restored mo to
health." James French, Atchison, Kans.,
writes: "To all persom suffering from
Liver Complaint, I would strongly recom-
mend Aycr's Sarsaparilla. I was aflllcted
with a disease of the liver for nearly two
years, when a friend advised mo to tako
this medicine. It gave prompt relief, and
has cured me." Mrs. II. M. Kidder, 11

I) wight st., Boston, Mass., writes : " For
several jcars I have used Aycr's Sarsa-

parilla in my family. I never feci safe,
even

i ome
without it. As a liver medicine) and
general purifier of tho blood, It has no
equal." Mrs. A. B. Allen, "Wlnterpock,
Va., writes: "My youngest child, two
years ot age, was taken with Bowel Com-

plaint, which wo could not cure. We tried
many ren.. dies, but ho continued to grow
worse, and finally became so reduecd in
flesh that we could only move him upon
a pillow. It was suggested by one of the
doctors that Scrofula might bo the causa
of tho trouble. Wo procured a bottle of

AYER'S
arsj

and commenced giving Jf to him. If surely
worked wonders, for, in u short time, he
was completely cured."

Sold by all Druggists.
1'rlco St; Six bottles,

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Aver .t Co., Lowell,
Mass., U. S. A.

BATCHELOK'S CELEBRATED HAIR DYE
hMlltl 111 Hi 1S31.
ltefet in tlio world.

Uarmlet'
o
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inoua tints; remedies
th ill flti'CtH ot bad

i; Irate-. .tho hair
soft I, I I I

jt'anatorj- - ci rcu'larft
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i ' hi. mis
tmiiT. SoUi l)T nl tlrui;- -
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PURE WHITE LEAD,

LEAD PIPE and SHEET LEAD.

Our manufacture's ait tttlly , and
urc uiisiirpa--e-.- '. lij any in tho taarlu-t- .

Lowest ttniket price- - lor noons ot e pial
inutity.

SALEM LEAD COMPANY,

T. A. ISmiwv i' f - SA I.KM.M.YSS.
1Sl.il.vw.l5- -

TM 7rr R --,rF'fi A book of 1ii panes.

'ADVERTISINGr w lists of newspapers
nnd of the cost of mlrertisinir. The
advert Iser who wants to spenil one dollar tltids
In It tlio lnlormatioti he reipiltvs, while lor
him who will Inve'st one hundred thousand
dolliirs In advert isinn, n scheme is Indicated
which will meet Ills every d.i v re'qiiireinent, or
can lio made to do so liy sllirlit clianues easily
arrived at by corresponilene'o. One hundred
and issued, Sent,
post-pai- to any address lor 10 cents. Apply
to (i l.O. V. IIOWULI. & CO., NKWSI'AI'KU
Al)Vi:itTISIN(! MMtKAP. 10 Spruce St.
(Printing House Si,i, New Vork, 3UT.di-wl-

Tin-- :

Burlington Trust Com-

pany,
CHAUTEUr.O 1882,

Office at Howard National Bank, Burlington

Hours (i n. in. to 3 p, m. .Mondays" to 8 p. m.
This enmipany Is a le'trnl depository of mon-

eys nnd property, tor courts of probate nud
Insolvency, executors, administrators, ussliru.
ees, niiardlans, trustees, corporations and In-
dividuals.

It will receive deposits Iu hut num from
one dollar upwards and allowintercst thereon
at the rate of ront l'lllt CUNT PKIt AN-
NUM payable

THIS RATE OF INTEREST GUARANTEED.

-- Ml Turf s on deposits not iu excess of tlftccn
liundie'd dollars are paid by this com puny.

iMtere'st bcarmir Certltieates of Deposit also

Wll.MAM WHM.S. Piii:siiii:st,
11. 1). HMAbl.UV. VicE-Plirs'-

II. L. WAltn, TllEAS.
Vebruary 12di-wt- f


